
 

 

To: Boulder City Council 
Cc: Jane Brautigam, Boulder City Manager 
From: Boulder Library Commission 
Subject: Annual Letter to City Council 
Date: December 15, 2016 
 
 
On October 21, 2016, the Boulder Public Library (BPL) was recognized as the Colorado Association of 
Libraries Colorado Library of the Year. BPL continues its role as a leading library both in the state and 
the nation. At the awards presentation, BPL was described as "a platform for community engagement, 
lifelong learning, and creativity while serving as Boulder's living room for reading, convening, meeting, 
and quiet reflection." Our annual report illustrates our activities and programming. 

As Council explores how the City can improve its public engagement process, the Library Commission 
respectfully suggests you continue to support the BPL’s ongoing progress in serving the cultural and civic 
needs of our community. We welcome and encourage Council to further their engagement goals and 
leverage the Library as a trusted platform and partner in fostering greater collaboration with the public. 

In considering Council’s question “What do you think the City’s top three priorities should be in 2017?”, 
we have identified priorities where BPL is at the fore in addressing community needs and considerations: 
Inclusivity / Human Services; Civic Area / Master Planning; and Sustaining the Knowledge Economy.   
 
Inclusivity / Human services  
As a trusted public space, the BPL is frequently at the forefront for issues of social equity, perceptions of 
public safety, and unbiased service to all. This year we addressed patron concerns over armed security, 
and have begun to investigate all gender / gender neutral restrooms to meet patron needs.  Already a 
national topic, these adjustments are city-wide capital improvement issue. We trust council will provide 
the necessary means and backing for this effort. 
  
BPL Main Branch continues to be a primary downtown interface for Boulder’s homeless and transient 
population. As Council considers and implements policy that impacts these patrons, we expect to be 
present in those conversations to offer constructive input on engagement and service impact. The de 
facto nature of the library as service provider has measurable impacts on patrons and staff. 
 
Council’s support for the extensive renovations to the BPL main branch, Reynolds, and Meadows 
succeeded in redefining the physical space of the library. Staff continues to reintroduce patrons to their 
‘new’ libraries.   

Civic Area / Master Planning 
As we participate in the larger Civic Area Planning process we are advocating for the Library's continuing 
role as the west bookend in the redesigned Civic Area. The Library's contribution to activating the 
redesigned Civic Area will come in two ways:  

1. Extending library programming into Civic Area spaces as co-sponsor of cultural and arts 
programming with community partners. This requires a budget for curation and City support for 
community events. One of the lessons we learned through the library's sponsorship of the Jaipur 
Literature Festival is that effective programming of cultural events will require that the City be much 
more active in event planning and execution, which will have both staffing and budgetary impacts.  

2. Easing the exploration of options for the redevelopment of the library North Building. The library staff 
and commission have been in discussions with city staff and boards, including flood, landmarks, 
parking, and planning. Impacts of the various regulatory agencies, historic significance, and cost offer 
a complex array of opportunities.  

 



 

 

Civic Discourse - Library as a platform 
Aligned with the City’s goals of Sustainability and Resilience, the library cultivates a creative and 
thoughtful citizenry. The Library is recognized as a public good through its many services and programs. 
● Core Services 

o The Library’s door count in the past year reached nearly 1 million visitors while expanding 
service hours to the public at Reynolds and Meadows branch libraries. 

● BoulderReads 
o BPL’s adult literacy program celebrated its 30th anniversary. Its volunteers have donated over 

300,000 hours to learners at an in-kind value of over $6 million dollars.   
● BLDG 61 Makerspace 

o BLDG 61 complements the STEAM education mission and has become a primary resource 
for the public’s exploration of the maker culture. In the past 8 months, BLDG 61 held 250 
classes and served 16,000 participants. Classes consistently have a waitlist. 

o Knight Foundation Grant – For the Tree Debris to Opportunity program, BLDG 61 received 
support from the Knight Foundation and created partnerships with local agencies and 
businesses. 

● Arts & Culture 
o The 2-day JLF-Boulder Literature Festival, hosted by BPL in partnership with Teamwork Arts, 

drew 3,000 attendees and Pulitzer Prize winning speakers. 
o Other author programs included Rainbow Rowell, Jennifer Egan, Terry Tempest Williams and 

more. 

 
Boulder Library Foundation (BLF) 
We would also like to recognize and express our appreciation for the Boulder Library Foundation (BLF) 
and its new program, the Library League. The BLF continues to provide us programming support.  
 
Asks / Action Items to Council 
Building upon past successes and considering the goals of BPL leadership, the Library Commission’s 
priorities in 2017 are to sustain resources and strengthen services to support the community’s evolving 
needs and long term vision with both the BPL Master Plan and the alignment with our City’s goals of 
sustainability, resilience, and inclusiveness. 

1. We ask that Council fund and back a) all-gender / gender-neutral restrooms to meet patron needs; 

and b) policies and services that address the homeless community. 

2. The success of BLDG 61 requires additional funding for materials and staffing. Boulder is at the 

forefront of the ongoing transition to a knowledge economy. We ask that Council assign additional 

funding to support BPL’s maker / creative / STEAM education. 

3. Currently the library system has significant capital improvement needs. We anticipate that the 

Master Plan will further define needs for improvements. We wish to be involved in the discussions 

regarding 2A and any renewal considerations.  

4. We request funding for a facilities study of the North Building programming and improvements. 

5. We suggest that the 2017 Council work plan include analysis and discussion of various business 

models for how programming and events in the Civic Area might be staffed and funded (e.g. 

private/public partnerships; creating an “events department” staffed by City employees; funding 

generated through activities held in the Civic Area; funding through the general fund). 

 
The Library Commission would also like to thank the City Council and the City Manager for making 
additional police resources available last winter to improve safety and help eliminate disruptive and illegal 
behavior within the Main Branch. Library staff and patrons noticed an appreciable difference because of 
additional police patrols, and they praised the professionalism of the members of the Boulder Police 
Department who provided this. We hope that City Council will continue to provide such resources as 
necessary.  

https://jaipurliteraturefestival.org/boulder/

